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Ab o u t  

Community  schools  prov ide

in f ras t ructure  fo r  community  serv ices

that  would  otherwise  not  have  a  loca l

home .  In  Sooke ,  th i s  i s  espec ia l l y

important .  Many  fami l ies  commute  fo r

work ,  support ,  and  recreat ion  programs ,

leav ing  few  hours  fo r  engagement  with

the i r  neighbours .  Increas ing  the  use  of

our  publ ic  school  fac i l i t ies  means  that

fami l ies  can  spend  more  t ime  in  the i r

home  community ,  bui ld ing

re lat ionsh ips  and  loca l  connect ions .

Thei r  chi ldren  become  connected  to

the  community  because  they  are

act ive ly  engaged  with in  i t .     

 

The  EMCS  Soc iety  partners  with

students ,  parents ,  and  the  community

to  bui ld  a  sa fe ,  support i ve ,  and

chal lenging  learn ing  env i ronment  that

enables  people  to  make  a  l i v ing ,  make

a  l i fe ,  and  make  a  di f fe rence .   

 

We  support  th i s  v i s ion  by  coord inat ing

loca l  serv ices  and  susta inable

prevent ion -based  s t rateg ies  fo r

ch i ldren ,  youth ,  sen iors ,  and  fami l ies  in

the  fo l lowing  f ie lds  of  serv ice  del i very :  

 

-  Community  Educat ion  

-  Curr icu lum  Enhancement  

-  Fac i l i t y  Renta ls  

-  Heal th  &  Nutr i t ion  Programs  

-  L i te racy  Programs  

-  Youth  Programs  

-  Fundra i sers  &  Events  

PROVIDING

OPPORTUNITIES  FOR

PEOPLE  OF  ALL

AGES  IN  THE  SOOKE

REGION    

SOOKE  REGIO  



Welcome  to  my  four th  and  f ina l

annual  report  as  pres ident  of  the

EMCS  Soc iety .  I t 's  been  a  reward ing

per iod  of  my  l i fe  and  I 've  thoroughly

en joyed  work ing  with  the  Soc iety 's

Board  of  Directors ,  i t s  members  and

the  sk i l led  team  of  Anne  Bel l ,  Ebony

Logins ,  and  Reta  Vasey .  The  l a t ter

recent ly  le f t  the  Soc iety  af ter  f i ve

great  years  and  I  want  to  express

spec ia l  grat i tude  to  her  as  our  br ight ,

ul t ra -profess iona l  f ront - l ine  presence .

Wishing  the  happiest  of  t ra i l s  to  her

and  her  Andy  in  the i r  new  l i fe  in

Ladysmith .  And  a  warm  welcome  to

the  ta lented  Aimee  McIntosh  as

Reta 's  rep lacement .   

 

The  document  you  hold  in  your  hands

aga in  neat ly  captures  the  Soc iety 's

unique  ro le  as  the  l ink  between  our

town 's  community  school  and  Sooke

i t se l f .  The  cont inu ing  good  news  i s

we ' re  blessed  with  committed  and

qual i f ied  s ta f f  and  contract

employees ;  ul t ra - t ight  bookkeeping ;

s t rong  re lat ionsh ips  with  numerous

community  organizat ions ;  so l id

support  f rom  SD  #62  and  Milnes

Landing  Trustees ;  and  a  diverse  menu

of  programs  fo r  adul ts ,  young  people

and  vu lnerable  youth .  

 

I t 's  cer ta in ly  been  a  year  of  change .  In

addi t ion  to  Ms .  Vasey ,  we  sa id

farewel l  to  esteemed  EMCS  Pr inc ipa l

Pat r ick  Swinburnson  and  hel lo  to  his

g i f ted  successor ,  Laura  Ful ton .  L ike

Pat  before  her ,  Ms .  Ful ton  has  kept

the  Board  updated  about  the  people ,

pol ic ies ,  and  in i t ia t i ves  that  make

EMCS  such  a  v ibrant ,  progress ive

learn ing  env i ronment .  Best  wishes

a lso  to  long - t ime  Theat re  Coord inator

Thom   

Southwood  and  L i te racy  Coord inator

Stephanie  Crof t  in  the i r  new  ventures .

We 've  been  fo r tunate  to  swap  them

out  fo r  the  equal l y  ta lented  Steve

Anderson  and  Kate  Barton .  The

Soc iety  i s  cer ta in ly  in  good  hands

going  fo rward .   

 

The  exc i t ing  news  th i s  fa l l  i s  the

opening  of  the  Sooke  Makerspace

af ter  the  necessar i l y  exact ing  and

pat ient  process  requi red  to  l aunch  a

dream  garage  workshop  that  wi l l  be

used  morning ,  noon ,  and  night  by

students  and  the  publ ic .  As  I  wri te ,

we ' re  in  the  home  s t retch  fo r  the

second  Sooke  Ta lks ,  an  ongoing

showcase  fo r  the  fasc inat ing  and

accompl i shed  ind iv idua ls  l i v ing  in  our

midst .  I t 's  a  co -venture  with  Sooke

Harbour  Toastmasters ,  and  we ' re

indebted  to  i t s  Tania  Ehman  and

Tracy  Waters  fo r  l aunching  i t  with

such  s ty le  and  c lass .     

 

I  jo ined  the  Soc iety 's  board  in  2013  at

the  encouragement  of  my  Trans i t ion

Sooke  col leagues  and  so  began  a

fasc inat ing  learn ing  curve  fo r  me ,  a

chi ld less  man  who 'd  not  s tepped

ins ide  a  high  school  s ince  I  graduated

f rom  my  own  in  Ottawa  two  score

years  ago .  On  becoming  pres ident ,  I

succeeded  the  est imable  l i kes  of

(s ince  1987  in  order )  John  Farmer ,

L inda  MacMi l lan ,  Lor i  Messer ,  Byron

Cook ,  Bev  Walker ,  J i l l  McLuck ie ,  Dinah

Nickerson ,  Nicky  Logins ,  Kerr ie

MacLean ,  Roger  Temple ,  Doug  Agar

and  Michael  Young .  In  bidding  adieu ,

I  extend  my  s incere  best  wishes  to

those  who  succeed  me  at  the  helm  of

what  i s  a  t ru ly  essent ia l  aspect  of

community  l i fe  here  where  the

ra in forest  meets  the  sea .     

p r e s i d e n t 's  r e p o r t  
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This  has  been  one  busy  year !

We  are  so  fo r tunate  to  have

amazing  s ta f f ,  vo lunteers ,

programs ,  and  events  tak ing

shape  -  a l l  out  of  our  smal l

l i t t le  of f ice  at  EMCS .    

 

Whi le  we  faced  the

chal lenges  of  los ing  Good

Food  Box  Orders  and  gett ing

the  Makerspace  f rom  a

dream  to  rea l i t y ,  we  a lso

ce lebrated  many  v ic tor ies .    

 

Our  community  educat ion

program  reg i s t rat ion  grew  by

93  part ic ipants  and  we

star ted  tak ing  part ia l  onl ine

reg is t rat ions .  Our  mai l ing  l i s t

grew  to  over  650  people .  We

maxed  out  the  use  of  the

gymnas ium ,  and  the  Sooke

Community  Theat re  use

remained  above  800  hours .  

Our  Board  hosted  the  very

f i r s t  (of  many ! )  Sooke  Ta lks .

L i te racy  in i t ia t i ves  cont inue

to  grow ,  as  we  bui ld  and

mainta in  programs  and

partnersh ips .  Our  Youth

Engagement  Program

brought  back  the  Youth

Fr iendly  Bus iness ,  with  50

bus inesses  complet ing  the

survey .    

 

The  Play  &  Learn  Summer

Camp  remains  a  success ,

prevent ing  summer  learn ing

fa l lo f f  and ,  in  most  cases ,

improv ing  each  chi ld 's

l i te racy  sk i l l s  in  reading ,

wri t ing ,  math ,  and  phys ica l

l i te racy .   

 

We  a lso  added  a  new

donat ion  plat form :

CanadaHelps ,  which  has

brought  in  donat ions  fo r  the

camp  and  prov ided  t icket

sa les  fo r  our  events .  

W h e r e  we 'r e  a t  today

W h e r e  we 'r e  Go ing

The  Soc iety  i s  moving  fu l l  s team  ahead  with  an

abundance  of  loca l  and  enthus ias t ic  vo lunteers .  Our

programs  wi l l  cont inue  to  grow  in  the i r  success ,  in

par t  by  att ract ing  new  part ic ipants  through  the

Makerspace .  The  Youth  Engagement  Program  has

star ted  something  exc i t ing  with  i t s  inaugura l

Dodgebal l  Tournament .  Sooke  Ta lks  wi l l  be  a  semi -

annual  community  event .  We  wi l l  cont inue  to

mainta in  and  improve  our  serv ices  with  the  help  of

our  new  team  of  s ta f f  and  vo lunteers .  The  EMCS

Soc iety  i s  an  amazing  place  to  be !  

 



o p e r a t i o n s  
THIS  IS  HOW  WE  DO  IT

COMMUNITY  EDUCATION  

Programs Offered: 40 

Programs Run: 73% 

Registrations: 424 

 

 

FACIL ITY  USAGE  AT  

SOOKE  FAMILY  SCHOOLS  

Community Use: 3,988 hours 

School Use: 3,827 hours 

Society Use: 1470 hours 

TOTAL HOURS: 9,285 

GOOD  FOOD  BOX  

GFB Distributed: 215 

IHN Referrals: 38 

Cooking Class Enrolment: 95 

SOCIAL  MEDIA  

Facebook: 426 Likes 

Twitter: 269 Followers 

Website: 12,649 Unique Visits 

Mailing List: 661 Subscribers 

Offering 40 classes is our sweet spot!

An additional 93 people registered for

classes this year, almost doubling our

2016/2017 numbers.  

While the number of Cooking Out of

the Box participants stayed the same,

 IHN referrals were cut in half and 75

less boxes were ordered this year.

Facility bookings remained on-par. 

Facebook is the media of choice, with

88 additional likes this year. 

Community 
43%

Society 
41%

School 
16%



s o o k e  

c o m m u n i ty  t h e a t r e

Since  obta in ing  the  pos i t ion  of  Theat re

Coord inator ,  Steve  Anderson  has  had  3  goals  in

mind :  to  learn  about  a l l  aspects  of  the  pos i t ion ,

to  cont inue  the  ThUGs  meet ings ,  and  cont inue

the  ongoing  use  of  the  Theat re .   

 

The  ThUGs  meet ings  help  the  Coord inator  learn

f rom  the  main  users  of  the  Theat re ;  to  eva luate ,

pr ior i t i ze ,  and  advocate  fo r  the i r  concerns  and

needs  of  the  Theat re ,  inc luding  ident i f y ing

cur rent  repa i r  and  upkeep  needs  as  wel l  as  the

potent ia l  fo r  future  changes  and  addi t ions .   

 

Two  high -powered  speakers  were  purchased  and

added  to  the  main  sys tem ,  making  a  big

di f fe rence  in  the  sound  qual i ty  fo r  per formances .

A  few  smal le r  i tems  have  been  added  fo r  genera l

use ,  inc luding  two  smal l  c l ip -on  mics .   

 

L ight ing ,  seat ing ,  and  other  upgrades  are  in  the

works ;  they  are  big - t icket  i tems  fo r  which  the

Soc iety  has  created  a  long - te rm  budget  plan  fo r

maintenance ,  improvements ,  and  rep lacement .   

 

Overa l l ,  the  Coord inator  focuses  on  ensur ing  the

user  groups  are  happy  and  bui lds  upon  the  good

publ ic  image  of  the  Theat re  to  increase  regular

use  by  the  community .   

 

 

A  TOUGH  ACT  TO  FOLLOW



t h e a t r e  e v e n t s  

Tay lor  Caspersen  CD  Release  Show  

Act ing  Out  Summer  Camp  

Chi l iwack  Concert  

Sooke  Harbour  Players  -  Ol iver  

Amber  Academy  

Sooke  Elementary  Concert  

Awareness  F i lm  Nights  

Sooke  150  Year  Anniversary  Celebrat ion  

Barney  Benta l l  Concert  

Sooke  Bike  Club  Movie  Nights  

John  Muir  Winter  Concert  

ECS  F ina l  Pro jects  Nights  

Patr ic ia 's  Music  Studio  -  Piano  Reci ta l s  

Grad  Fash ion  Show  

Chr i s t ian  L i fe  Assembly  

Fami ly  L i te racy  Day  Storyte l l ing  

Sooke  Ta lks  

Vagina  Monologues  

Sooke  Singout  

Fraggle  Rock  Per formance  

Caro le  Cave  Mini  Dance  Show  

Safer  Schools  -  Dig i ta l  Awareness  Night  

Grad  Movie  Night  

Sooke  Soccer  -  Nicky  MacKenz ie  Concert  Fundra i ser  

Sooke  Youth  Show  Choi r  

 

 

TOTAL  THEATRE  HOURS :  814 .50  



L I T E RAC Y  O U T R EAC H  
 

The  Play  &  Learn  Summer  Camp  was  a  success  aga in  th i s  year !  The

attached  report  prov ides  an  in -depth  look  at  the  resu l t s  of  th i s

year 's  cohort .  To -date ,  we  have  mainta ined  and  improved  the

reading ,  wri t ing ,  math ,  and  phys ica l  l i te racy  sk i l l s  of  over  150

chi ldren  

 

Kate  Barton  seamless ly  t rans i t ioned  in to  the  L i te racy  Outreach  ro le

by  coord inat ing  the  Books  fo r  Breakfast  program  in  Sooke  and  East

Sooke ,  Book  Bin  Exchange  Program ,  Fami ly  L i te racy  Days ,  and

community  partnersh ips .  She  a lso  prov ided  a  Dada  Poerty  in  Art

workshop  at  the  2nd  Annual  Sooke  Music  &  Art  Fest i va l .  The

workshop  was  a  success  and  connect ions  were  made  with  the  Sooke

Arts  Counci l ,  Sooke  Writers  Col lect i ve ,  and  Vancouver  I s land

Regional  L ibrary .   

 

The  South  I s land  L i te racy  webs i te  cont inues  to  prov ide  a  web -based

l ink  fo r  users .  Facebook  and  Ins tagram  are  a lso  being  used  and  wi l l

potent ia l l y  be  a  good  plat form   fo r  compet i t ions  and   

in teract i ve  content .  The  L i te racy  Task  group  wi l l  be   

rev i s i t ing  and  updat ingSooke 's  L i te racy  Plan  in  ear ly  2019 .   

f a m i ly  l i t e r a cy  d ays  

FAMILY  L ITERACY  DAY  2018 :  Story  te l le r  Dav id  Bouchard

per formed  at  EMCS  Theat re  and  the  attendance  was

approx imate ly  100  parents  and  chi ldren .  Feedback  was

pos i t i ve ,  and  a l l  were  enter ta ined  by  th i s  or ig ina l  and

capt ivat ing  s tory te l le r .   

 

The  STEAM  theme  fo r  the  2019  event  i s  “Let ’s  Make  i t ” .   

l i b r a ry  c o n n e c t i o n s  

In  partnersh ip  with  the  Vancouver  I s land  Regional  L ibrary ,  the

L i teracy  Outreach  program  i s  of fer ing  outreach  opportuni t ies

to  the  youth  community ,  with  a  focus  on  home  learners .  L inks

wi l l  be  s t rengthened  and  opportuni t ies  created  fo r  many  new

programs  to  serve  adul ts  with  spec ia l  needs  and  Abor ig ina l

communit ies .   



B O O K  B I N  E X C HAN G E  P R O G RAM  

Book  Bins  are  mainta ined  at  EMCS ,  SRFS ,  SEAPARC ,  T 'Sou -ke

Nat ion  Heal th  Off ice .  The  program  has  a  heal thy  col lect ion  of

adul t  books  and  ongoing  ef for ts  are  made  to  improve  the  s tock

of  chi ldren 's  books .  The  Sooke  branch  of  the  Vancouver  I s land

Regional  L ibrary  has  k indly  added  young  adul t  books  to  our

co l lect ion  as  they  are  removed  f rom  c i rcu lat ion  through

Natha l ie  Jones ,  the  Sooke  Youth  L ibrar ian .   

 

A  group  of  amazing  vo lunteers  (notably ,  Jean  Tr ickey  of  the

Sooke  Rotary  L i te racy  Committee )  are  cont inua l l y  c leaning  and

mainta in ing  donat ions ,  which  are  now  s tored  at  Sooke

Storage .     

B O O K S  F O R  B R EAK FAS T  

Sooke  Attendance  at  SFRS :  32  fami l ies  

East  Sooke  Community  Hal l  Attendance :  15  fami l ies  

 

Monthly  themes ,  inc luding    “Magic  Carpet ”  and  “Pajama  Party ” ,

 prov ide  an  enr ich ing  l i te racy  act iv i ty  fo r  chi ldren  ages  0 -5 .

This  year ,  chi ldren  rece ived  books  f rom  Barefoot  Books

Publ i shers  and  Usborne  Canada  Publ i shers .  Funding  fo r  th i s

pro ject  was  prov ided  by  SD62  and  Decoda  L i te racy  Solut ions .  



Y o u t h  e n g a g e m e n t  
Shay l in  Warren ,  an  EMCS  grad  and  UVic  Educat ion  s tudent ,  was

hi red  to  run  the  Youth  Engagament  Program  with  the

ass i s tance  of  funding  f rom  Canada  Summer  Jobs .  She  kept  busy

leading  the  Youth  Fr iendly  Bus iness  Pro ject ,  Sooke  Dodgebal l

Tournament ,  and  the  Youth  PhotoVoice  Pro ject .  These  events

were  promoted  in  partnersh ip  with  Sooke  Pocket  News ,  by  way

of  a  youth  column  was  created .  The  column  wi l l  be  cont inued

throughout  the  school  year  by  youth  vo lunteers  wri t ing  weekly

ar t ic les .   

 

Thi r ty  loca l  bus inesses  completed  the  Youth  Fr iendly  Bus iness

Survey  to  determine  how  to  improve  re lat ions  between  the

bus iness  community  and  youth  and  to  show  why  and  how

organizat ions  support  youth  to  ensure  a  s t rong  and  connected

community .  The  top  10  bus inesses  were :  

 

-  642  Wear                                                  -  Seas ide  Sweets  

-  Coast  Capi ta l  Sav ings            -  Subway   

-  Rush  Adventures                            -  The  St ick  in  the  Mud  

-  SEAPARC                                                  -  Vancouver  I s land  Regional  L ibrary  

-  Ser ious  Cof fee                                  -  Western  Foods  

 

The  Youth  Engagement  Team  was  exc i ted  to  host  Sooke 's  f i r s t

Dodgebal l  Tournament .  Nine  teams  part ic iapated  in  th i s  youth -

run  communt iy  event  fo r  people  of  a l l  ages .  I t  was  t ru ly

hear twarming  to  see  so  many  di f fe rent  ind iv idua ls  come

together  to  play  and  have  fun .    



The  Youth  Engagement  Program  hosted  the  PhotoVoice

Pro ject  fo r  youth  ages  12  -  26  year .  PhotoVoice  i s  a  process

in  which  ind iv iduas  capture  aspects  of  the i r  env i ronment

and  exper iences  through  photography .  The  photos  are

then  put  on  disp lay  fo r  the  community  to  analyze .  As  a

resu l t ,  community  members  gain  a  vo ice  through  the i r

photographs  and  connect  with  others  in  the  community

to  advocate  fo r  change .  Youth  were  asked  to  photograph

issues  they  face ,  the i r  pass ions ,  accompl i shments ,  and

overa l l  exper iences  on  a  day - to -day  bas i s .   

 

The  in tent ions  were  to :  

-  chal lenge  commont ly  held  assumpt ions  about  youth  

-  prov ide  ins ight  on  what  i t  i s  l i ke  to  be  a  youth  in  Sooke  

-  ra i se  awareness  sur rounding  i s sues  youth  face  

-  expose  inv i s ib le  barr ie rs  prevent ing  community

integrat ion  

-  promote  soc ia l  change  

-  advocate  fo r  youth  r ights  

 

The  photographs  were  f ramed  and  disp layed  at  the  Sooke

Mus ic  &  Art  Fest i va l .   



s c h o o l  

s u p p o r t  

The  EMCS  Soc iety  ass i s t s  Edward

Mi lne  Community  School  and  School

Dis t r ic t  No .  62  (Sooke )  with  f inanc ia l

donat ions ,    in -k ind  donat ions ,

cur r icu lum  support ,  and  profess iona l

support .    

 

Ebony  Logins  i s  the  Athlet ic  Director

for  EMCS .  This  invo lves  recru i t ing

coaches ,  reg i s ter ing  s tudent  ath letes

wi th  BC  School  Sports ,  attending

ath let ic  meet ings ,  managing  team

budgets ,  host ing  coach  meet ings ,  and

coord inat ing  the  year -end  banquet .   

 

In  addi t ion ,  she  s i t s  on  the  SD62

Wel lness  Centre  Leadersh ip

Committee  and  Heal thy

Schools /Heal thy  People  Committee .

The  Wel lness  Centre  Committee  i s

compr i sed  of  s ta f f  and  adminis t rat ion

f rom  Belmont ,  Roya l  Bay ,  I s land

Heal th ,  and  others  who  have  a  vested

interest  in  the  high  school  heal th

centres .  The  Soc iety  i s  ass i s t ing

spec i f ica l l y  with  youth  engagement

opportuni t ies  at  the  centres  and  a lso

prov ides  suppl ies ,  food ,  and  snacks

for  the  EMCS  Wel lness  Centre .  The

Heal thy  Schools /Heal thy  People

Committee  i s  compr ised  of  var ious

community  partners  throughout  the

Westshore  who  are  work ing  together

to  make  SD62  as  heal thy  as  poss ib le

for  s ta f f  and  s tudents .   

 

The  Soc iety  a lso  worked  a longs ide

SD62  and  EMCS  adminis t rat ion  to

br ing  the  Sooke  Makerspace  to  EMCS .

Seed  funding  fo r  the  Sooke

Makerspace  was  prov ided  by  the

Uni ted  Way  of  Greater  Victor ia  fo r

equipment  and  SD62  prov ided

funding  fo r  the  necessary  upgrades  to

shop  spaces .  The  Sooke  Makerspace

ass i s t s  the  school  by  prov id ing  school

use  of  the  equipment  dur ing  the  day

and  community  use  of  the  equipment

on  evenings  and  weekends .   



EMCS  had  a  wonder fu l  year  in  2017 / 18

and  i s  of f  to  a  great  s tar t  fo r  2018 / 19 !

In  January ,  we  thanked  Pr inc ipa l

Pat r ick  Swinburnson  fo r  a l l  of  his

dedicated  ef for ts  and

accompl i shments .  At  that  t ime ,  I

jo ined  the  school  as  Pr inc ipa l  and

have  been  cont inua l l y  impressed  by

the  enthus iasm  of  s ta f f  to  of fer  the

best  poss ib le  educat iona l  exper iences

for  our  s tudents ,  and  the  matur i ty ,

respect  and  thought fu l  contr ibut ions

of  s tudents  to  the i r  own  learn ing  and

the  learn ing  of  others .  

 

This  year ,  the  school  i s  buzz ing  with

amazing  opportuni t ies  fo r  our  650

learners .  We  have  in t roduced  severa l

new  changes  des igned  to  enhance

student  learn ing  and  communicat ion .

In  part icu lar ,  we  have  in t roduced

‘ focus  blocks , ’  a  success fu l  model

used  by  many  schools  in  Br i t i sh

Columbia  and  beyond .  We  are  a lways

a iming  to  improve  communicat ion

and  s tudents  can  now  access  school

in format ion  through  a  range  of

sources ,  inc luding  the  TV  screens ,  1 s t

per iod  announcements ,  not ice

boards ,  the  webs i te  and  through  our

new  EMCS  Wolver ine  app .  We  are  a lso

increas ing  s tudent  vo ice ,  encourag ing

youth  representat i ves  on  PAC ,  EMCSS ,

One  Spi r i t  Committee ,  our  School

Inqui ry  Team  and  the  SOGI  Team .

F ina l l y ,  we  are  now  hal f  way  through

implement ing  the  new  graduat ion

program .   

As  part  of  our  ef for ts  to  maximize

opportuni t ies  fo r  learn ing  and

engagement ,  we  focus  on

comprehens ive  programming  in  s ix

areas :  Academics ,  Appl ied  Sk i l l s ,  Arts ,

Sports ,  Nature  and  Community .  Below

are  a  few  highl ights  f rom  each  area .  

 

As  part  of  our  ef for ts  to  maximize    
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EMCS  pr ides  i t se l f  on  i t s  s t rong

academic  programs .   Our  graduates

f rom  l as t  year  are  now  attending  over

23  di f fe rent  post -secondary

inst i tut ions .  Graduates  were  awarded

wel l  over  $ 150  000  in  scholarsh ips .

We  of fer  a  broad  range  of  choices  in

academic  courses  at  a l l  leve l s .  We

cont inue  to  of fer  courses  at  the  AP

and  Dual  Credi t  leve l s ,  and  have

added  Mar ine  Sc ience  fo r  grades  9

and  10 .  Engl i sh  10  a lso  now  inc ludes  a

choice  of  L i te rature  and  Compos i t ion ,

Creat ive  Writ ing  and  New  Media ,  or

F i r s t  Peoples  Engl i sh .  

 

Our  sports  program  cont inues  to  of fer

a  range  of  programming  fo r  s tudents .

In  addi t ion  to  regular  PE  c lasses ,  the

hockey  academy  and  the  soccer

academy ,  we  now  of fer  Sports

Per formance  c lasses  in  Basketba l l ,

Rugby  and  Super f i t .  Our  s tudents

competed  success fu l l y  at  the  loca l

and  prov inc ia l  leve l s  in  basketba l l ,

cur l ing ,  vo l leyba l l ,  badminton ,  cheer ,

cross -country ,  wrest l ing ,  and  rugby .

One  rugby  player  earned  a  major  UBC

sports  scholarsh ip  and  Le igha  Auld

won  prov inc ia l  bronze  in  wrest l ing .

We  are  a lso  very  fo r tunate  to

s ign i f icant ly  upgrade  our  weight

room  equipment  th i s  year ,  which  has

expanded  the  f i tness  opportuni t ies

we  can  of fer .  

 

We  cont inue  to  exce l  in  the  area  of

appl ied  sk i l l s .  The  Cul inary  Arts

program  i s  thr i v ing ,  as  i s  our  regular

foods  programming .  For  the  second

year  in  a  row  at  the  i s land  Sk i l l s

Canada  compet i t ions ,

p r i n c i p a l 's  r e p o r t  



EMCS  was  the  ‘Most  Winningest

School , ’  rece iv ing  mult ip le  medals  at

a l l  leve l s .    In  addi t ion ,  our  Robot ics

team  placed  th i rd  at  the  prov inc ia l

leve l  -  the  only  i s land  or  lower

main land  school  to  place .  Our

upgraded  fac i l i t ies  have  a lso

improved  s tudent  learn ing

opportuni t ies ,  inc luding  new  weld ing

booths ;  dust  col lectors  and  a  planer ;

new  s toves ;  and  a  new  Makerspace

ava i lab le  to  the  publ ic  as  wel l  as

students .  

 

We  cont inue  to  of fer  exce l lent  ar t -

based  programming  such  as  Musica l

Theat re ,  F i lm  and  Drama ,  and  prov ide

opportuni t ies  to  per form  to  the  l a rger

community ,  (such  as  the  hi t  Grease

las t  year ! )  Our  band  program  has

expanded  th i s  year ,  and  gui tar  i s

added  to  our  l i s t  of  music  courses .

Our  v i sua l  ar ts  program  i s  s t rong ,

with  our  s tudents  making  impress ive

contr ibut ions  to  the  Sooke  F ine  Arts

Show  and  the  South  Shore  Gal le ry .

Photography  and  Dig i ta l  Art  are  a lso

now  of fered ,  with  yearbook  as  the i r

major  pro ject .  F ina l l y ,  in  addi t ion  to

the  ex is t ing  creat ive  out lets  that  our

appl ied  sk i l l s  programs  of fer ,  text i les

are  a lso  a  thr i v ing  program .  

 

In  addi t ion  to  the  four  t rad i t iona l

secondary  school  areas  of

programming ,  EMCS  a lso  a ims  to  take

advantage  of  our  loca l  env i ronment

and  enhance  wel lness  by  ensur ing

that  nature  i s  part  of  our

programming .  Our  sen ior

Env i ronmenta l  Sc ience  courses  have  a

long -s tanding  t rad i t ion  of  success .

We  have  now  coupled  th i s  course

with  jun ior  opt ions  of  susta inabi l i t y

and  mar ine  bio logy .Our  foods

program  i s  a lso  t ied  to  our  garden

and  outdoor  exper iences .  Last  year ,

the  TASK  (Trades ,  Awareness ,  Sk i l l s

and  Knowledge )  s tudents  added  an

outdoor  c lass room  to  our  resources  at

EMCS .   

This  coming  year ,  our  school  inqui ry

team  i s  focused  on  explor ing  how  a

deeper  understanding  of  eco - l i te racy

can  improve  s tudent  learn ing  and

soc ia l  wel l -being .  EMCS  takes  pr ide  in

the  fact  that  we  are  a  community

school  and  that  we  are  sur rounded  by

st rong  loca l  communit ies .  We  a im  to

enhance  community  in  three  ways :   

 

F i r s t ,  we  take  advantage  of  the  fact

that  we  are  a  smal le r  high  school ,

meaning  that  teachers  and  s tudents

have  a  leve l  of  fami l ia r i ty  with  one

another  that  fos ters  soc ia l  heal th .  As

part  of  our  cont inua l  ef for ts  to  seek

ways  to  meaningfu l l y  engage  with

students ,  we  now  have  a  team  of  s ta f f

greet ing  s tudents  at  the  f ront  doors

each  morning .   

 

Second ,  we  a im  to  connect  with  loca l

communit ies  through  our  Elder  and

Role  Model  Programs ,  through

community -based  pro jects  (such  as

those  led  by  v i sua l  ar ts ,  leadersh ip

and  careers )  and  through  our

wonder fu l  partnersh ip  with  the  EMCS

Soc iety .  The  Makerspace  i s  of f  the

ground  and  i s  fu l l  of  potent ia l  fo r

shared  learn ing .  The  new  Careers

cur r icu lum  a lso  requi res  s tudents  to

seek  a  mentor  to  ass i s t  them  with

f ind ing  support  networks  and  career

d i rect ion .  We  are  hoping  to  l ink

students  with  loca l  community

mentors .  

 

F ina l l y ,  we  are  very  proud  of  our

internat iona l  s tudent  program ,  which

l inks  us  to  our  global  communit ies .

This  year ,  we  welcome  s tudents  f rom

Spain ,  Aust ra l ia ,  China ,  Braz i l ,

Switzer land ,  Japan ,  Mexico ,  Germany ,

Turkey  ( l a te  ar r i va l ) ,  Colombia ,  and

the  Nether lands .  We  are  a iming  to

star t  an  in tercu l tura l  c lub  which  wi l l

a l low  s tudents  to  explore  the i r  own

her i tage ,  as  wel l  as  the  her i tage  of

others .   

 

 



s o o k e  m a k e r s p a c e  
FOR  THE  MAKERS  OF  SOOKE

I t 's  f ina l l y  here !  After  years  of

p lanning ,  the  Makerspace  l aunched

a  so f t  opening  in  June ,  2018 .    

 

Most  of  2017  was  spent  upgrading

the  space  with  new  elect r ica l  and

duct ing  sys tems ,  and  cover ing  a l l

aspects  of  l i ab i l i t y .  The  so f t

opening  invo lved  the  recru i tment

and  or ientat ion  of  MakerHost

vo lunteers .    

 

After  survey ing  the  community ,

over  20  people  showed  in terest  in

vo lunteer ing .  Hal f  of  them

completed  the  process  and  are

act ive  hosts  and  program

inst ructors  fo r  the  coming  year .    

 

The  Soc iety  looks  fo rward  to  a

Grand  Opening  in  November  2018 .    

 

IMAGINE  THAT :  A

NATION  OF  INNOVATION

HOBBYISTS  WORKING

TO  MAKE  THEIR  LIVES

MORE  MEANINGFUL  AND

THE  WORLD  A  BETTER

PLACE .  WELCOME  TO

THE  MAKER

REVOLUTION .  

 

MARK  HATCH  

THE  MAKER  MOVEMENT



T HAN K  Y O U

FOR  ANOTHER   

WONDERFUL  YEAR !  

FROM  THE  BOTTOM    

OF  OUR  HEARTS


























